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SUBJECT: CAPE VERDE-NINE YEARS OF DROUGHT-"TCHUBA" ALSO MEANS 
HOPE 

SUMMARY: THE ISLANDS OF CAPE VERDE ARE NOW IN THEIR NINTH YEAR 
OF DROUGHT. LAST YEAR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION WAS NIL. THE 
ECONOMY IS MORIBUND. UNFORTUNATELY THE POPULATION CONTINUES TO 
GROW AT THE RATE OF 2.8 PERCENT PER ANNUM DESPITE INCREASING 
IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES. IN SPITE OF ALL OF THESE 
PROBLEMS CAPEVERDEANS HAVE NOT YET GIVEN UP HOPE FOR THE ISLANDS. 
MANY EXPECT SUBSTANTIAL RAINS TO FALL IN THE ISLANDS WITHIN SIX 
WEEKS. 

1 . THE PRESENT DROUGHT IN CAPE VERDE BEGAN IN EARNEST IN 1968. 

EXCEPT FOR A TORRENTIAL DOWNPOUR OF TEN INCHES DURING SIX HOURS 
IN 1976 NONE OF THE ISLANDS HAVE HAD ANY APPRECIABLE RAINFALL 
DURING THE PAST NINE (9) YEARS. THE ISLANDS ARE DENUDED OF 
VEGETATION AND PERHAPS TWO-THIRDS OF THE LIVESTOCK INCLUDING 
EVEN THE HARDY GOATS HAVE EITHER PERISHED OR HAVE BEEN 
SLAUGHTERED TO PREVENT STARVATION. AT SEVERAL POINTS BRACKISH 
AND SALINE WATER HAS BEGUN TO INFILTRATE INTO WELLS 
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AND GALLERIES. A RECENT VISITOR TO CAPE VERDE, SOMEONE WHO 
HAS TRAVELLED WIDELY IN THE SAHEL, DESCRIBED CAPE VERDE AS 
BEING THE MOST DESOLATE AND HARDEST HIT OF ALL OF THE SAHELIAN 
COUNTRIES HE HAD VISITED. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF STAPLES 
(CORN AND BEANS) IN 1977 WAS NIL. COFFEE PRODUCTION (FOGO 
ISLAND) FELL LAST YEAR TO 87 TONS, DOWN FROM MORE THAN 200 
TONS IN 1968. EVEN IF THE RAINS RETURN THIS YEAR COFFEE 
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PRODUCTION IS EXPECTED TO BE LESS THAN 75 TONS REFLECTING 
SERIOUS DAMAGE DONE TO THE COFFEE TREES DURING THESE TERRIBLY 
DRY YEARS. EVEN THE PRODUCTION OF GROG (THE NATIONAL DRINK) 

HAS BEEN ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY THE DROUGHT. THE HARVEST OF 
SUGAR CANE FOR GROG LAST YEAR WAS THE SMALLEST IN PERHAPS A 
CENTURY. ONE OF THE EFFECTS HAS BEEN TO PROMOTE THE PRODUCTION 
OF GROG FROM WHEAT BRAN, COCONUTS. BANANAS AND OTHER SUBSTITUTES. 
BOTH THE QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF GROG HAS DECLINED. 

2. ECONOMIC INDICATORS ARE AT AN ALL-TIME LOW REFLECTING A 
MORIBUND ECONOMY. ON SEVERAL OF THE ISLANDS THE ONLY WORK 
AVAILABLE IS WITH THE GOVERNMENT RURAL WORKS PROJECTS 
(CONSTRUCTION OF DAMS, CATCHMENTS, SPILLWAYS, TERRACES, ETC.). 
UNEMPLOYMENT EXCEEDS FIFTY PERCENT ON FOUR ISLANDS. UNDER- 
EMPLOYMENT IS COMMON. TO ADD TO AN ALREADY GRIM PICTURE THE 
GOCV RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND (GENERATED LARGELY THROUGH THE 
SALE OF COMMODITES - PRINCIPALLY CORN - DONATED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY) IS ALMOST DEPLETED EVEN THOUGH 
THE FISCAL YEAR IS ONLY HALF OVER. 

3. TAX AND IMPORT DUTY RECEIPTS HAVE FALLEN OFF BY NEARLY 
THIRTY PERCENT SINCE JANUARY 1978. RECOGNIZING THE 
DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED BY PROPERTY OWNERS THE GOCV HAS 
JUST ISSUED A DECREE/LAW REDUCING PROPERTY TAX BY TWO-THIRDS. 
RENTAL FEES PAID BY SHARECROPPERS HAVE ALSO BEEN REDUCED BY 
TWO-THIRDS. 
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4. HEALTH CONDITIONS ON THE ISLANDS ARE DETERIORATING. AT 
LEAST TWELVE-HUNDRED CASES OF LEPROSY HAVE BEEN DETECTED IN 
THE ARCHIPELAGO (FOGO, BRAVA AND SANT ANTAO ISLANDS) AND 
PELLAGRA IS BECOMING MORE AND MORE COMMON. GOCV HEALTH 
MINISTRY SOURCES ALSO INDICATE THAT VITAMIN AND MINERAL 
DEFICIENCIES ARE TAKING THEIR TOLL OF THE CHILDREN IN THE 
ISLANDS. THE SOLE PSYCHIATRIST ON THE ISLANDS BELIEVES THAT 
THE INCIDENCE OF MENTAL ILLNESS, ESPECIALLY SCHIZOPHRENIA, IS 
LIKELY TO INCREASE OVER THE COMING YEARS AS A DIRECT RESULT 
OF THE DEPRIVATIONS AND DEFICIENCES SUFFERED DURING THIS PRO- 
LONGED DROUGHT. A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF PAIGC 
RECENTLY SURPRISED HIS LISTENERS BY AFFIRMING AT A PUBLIC 
GATHERING THT HE FOUND MANY RESIDENTS OF RURAL AREAS TO BE 
DISORIENTED AND OVERWHELMED BY THE COMPLEXITY AND DIFFICULTIES 
OF THE PROBLEMS THEY FACED IN MERELY SURVIVING. 
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5. ALTHOUGH DROUGHTS ARE NOT A NEW PHENOMENA TO CAPE VERDE 
THIS IS BY FAR THE LONGEST AND MOST SEVERE DROUGHT IN 
MEMORY. MOST CAPEVERDEANS RECOGNIZE THAT THE DROUGHT HAS 
CAUSED TREMENDOUS ECOLOGICAL DAMAGE ON THE ISLANDS. DAMAGE 
WHICH CAN BE REPAIRED ONLY OVER A PERIOD OF SEVERAL YEARS 
AND THEN ONLY IF A PATTERN OF PREDICTABLE RAINS RETURN TO 

THE ISLANDS. THE GOVERNMENT HAS RATHER AMBITIOUS PLANS 
TO REFOREST CAPE VERDE BUT RECOGNIZES THAT THIS WILL BE 
POSSIBLE ONLY IF THE CLIMATEPATTERN REVERSES ITSELF. 

6. DESPITE INCREASING IMMIGRATION THE POPULATION OF CAPE 
VERDE CONTINUES TO GROW AT THE RATE OF 2.8 PERCENT PER YEAR. 

THE POPULATION IS EXPECTED TO DOUBLE IN THE NEXT TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS. EACH YEAR THERE ARE AN ADDITIONAL TEN THOUSAND 
HUNGRY MOUTHS TO FEED. THIS MAY ACTUALLY BE A CONSERVATIVE 
ESTIMATE AS A MAJORITY OF THE PRESENT POPULATION IS UNDER 
SEVENTEEN YEARS OF AGE. THE AGE AT WHICH CAPEVERDEAN WOMEN 
NORMALLY BEGIN TO PRODUCE CHILDREN. 

7. FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROBLEMS AND A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF CONFUSION 
AND DISORGANIZATION IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH HAVE RESULTED 

IN A GREAT DEFICIT IN EVEN BASIC MEDICINES AND OTHER ESSENTIAL 
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HEALTH ITEMS. FOR SEVERAL MONTHS LITTLE BESIDES GAUZE AND 
ASPIRIN HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE IN THE LOCAL PHARMACIES. THOUGH 
THIS SITUATION IS LIKELY TO IMPROVE, PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE 
HEALTH SECTOR WILL NOT SO EASILY BE RESTORED. 
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8. DESPITE ALL OF THE ABOVE PROBLEMS THE PEOPLE OF CAPE 
VERDE DO NOT SEEM TO HAVE GIVEN UP ON CAPE VERDE AS A 
PLACE TO LIVE, OR AT LEAST HAVE NOT GIVEN UP YET. THE CAPE- 
VERDEANS ARE A HARDY PEOPLE WITH A SPIRIT OF RESISTANCE FORGED 
AND TESTED DURING OTHER DROUGHTS AND TRIALS. 

9. RAIN IS THE TOPIC OF THE DAY IN CAPE VERDE. EVERYONE 
TALKS ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR RAIN THIS SUMMER. THE NEWS 
THAT RAINS HAD FALLEN IN BISSAU WAS WELCOMED IN CAPE 
VERDE AS TRADITIONALLY RAIN NEVER FALLS IN THE ISLANDS UNLESS 
IT FIRST OCCURS IN THE SISTER STATE. DISCUSSION OF THE 
PROSPECTS FOR RAIN INVOLVE MORE THAN SIMPLE WEATHER CHATTER. 
THE NEED FOR RAIN IS HEARTFELT IN THE ISLANDS. THE BELIEF OF 
MANY CAPEVERDEANS THAT RAINS WILL COME THIS YEAR HAS AN 
EMOTIONAL BASIS. IT IS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED THAT ANOTHER 
YEAR OF DROUGHT WILL PRODUCE EVEN GREATER AND PERHAPS IRRE- 
PAIRABLE DAMAGE OF BOTH AN ECOLOGICAL AND A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
NATURE. WHILE CAPEVERDEAN REISTANCE IS ALMOST LEGEND, 

THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT CRACKS IN THEIR CONFIDENCE ARE 
BEGINNING TO OCCUR. 

10. IN THE CRIOULO LANGUAGE "TCHUBA" MEANS RAIN. THROUGHOUT 
THE CENTURIES "TCHUBA" HAS ALSO BEEN USED TO INDICATE HOPE. AN 
ALMOST MYSTICAL BELIEF IN THE FUTURE AND A RELIGIOUS CONFIDENCE 
IN GOD'S WILL. "TCHUBA" IN THE SPIRITUAL SENSE WILL CARRY CAPE 
VERDE THROUGH ANOTHER YEAR AND PERHAPS SEVERAL MORE RAINLESS 
YEARS BUT THE YEARS OF DROUGHT AND DEPRIVATION, THE KNOWLEDGE 
THAT CAPE VERDE IS ALMOST ENTIRELY DEPENDENT ON INTER- 
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NATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR SURVIVAL AND AN INCREASING 
CONCERN FOR THE FATE AND WELL BEING OF THE CHILDREN OF 
THE ISLANDS ARE TAKING THEIR TOLL. WHEN PRIME MINISTER 
PEDRO PIRES AT THE JUNE 10 CELEBRATION OF PORTUGUESE 
NATIONAL DAY EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF THAT THE RAINS WOULD 
RETURN TO CAPE VERDE THIS YEAR HIS WORDS HAD THE ECHO OF 
A PRAYER. 

MCGOWAN 
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